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An inspirational year for TRAC!  
 

 
tõs hard to believe that over a year has 
passed since TRAC became an 

incorporated organisation in January 2016. 
 The past 14  months or so have been 
a truly amazing time for our Club which 
has grown in that short space of time to 
over 60 members with continued interest 
and new membership applications 
regularly being received. 
 Our Club has indeed been extremely 
fortunate to be a major beneficiary of the 
generosity of a number of people within 
the community who have supported our 
organisation to what has become probably 
one of the best equipped amateur 
astronomy clubs outside of the capital 
cities and possibly within Australia!  We 
have been inspired by a number of people 
whose dedication and commitment to 
telescope making and engineering is truly 
remarkable!   
 Late last year, we were delighted to 
host Jos Roberts who provided a wonderful 
instructional afternoon and evening talk on 
the construction, maintenance and use of 
the beautifully built 36ó telescope which 
now bears his name as our Clubõs primary 
instrument.  Warwick Schofieldõs article on 
Josõ visit is this editionõs cover story.  
Thank you Jos and, once again, we are 
delighted to welcome you as an Honorary 
Life Member of TRAC. 
 Following the generous donation of 
the 36ó by Warwick and Margie Schofield, 
TRAC has received another amazing gift 
in the form of the beautifully crafted 12.5ó, 
equatorially mounted òRobert Barnett 
Rigel Telescopeó.  This precision 
engineered instrument was constructed by 
the late Robert Leigh Barnett of Sydney 
and his family have generously donated 
this fantastic telescope to our Club 
following a chance meeting at the Siding 
Spring Observatory Open Day.   Warwick 
has written an article about how TRAC 
came to acquire this remarkable telescope 
and Robert Barnettõs daughter, Anna, has 
provided a wonderful story about her 
fatherõs life and work on his telescope. Like 
Josõ commitment to precision, the story of 
Robert Barnettõs dedication to òdoing 
things rightó and his remarkable skills is a 
wonderful inspiration for our Club.  On 
behalf of the Executive, Committee and 
members of TRAC we extend a very 
sincere thank you to the Barnett family for 
this wonderful donation!  Rest assured that 

the òRobert Barnett Rigel Telescopeó will 
be very well cared for and put to good use 
to show as many people as possible the 
wonders of our skies! 
 Another inspirational story has been 
the recent restoration of the 34ó Hewitt 
Camera by Raymond McLaren, his Club 
sub-committee and his team at Andromeda 
Engineering where our collection of 
telescopes are currently stored and used. 
 Raymondõs commitment to ensuring 
the Hewitt Camera restoration was 
carefully planned and undertaken with the 
care and precision this historic instrument 
deserves has been truly outstanding!  A 
sincere thank you to Raymond for his 
generous donation of an enormous amount 
of time and energy which now sees this 8½ 
tonne instrument ready for adaptation to 
digital imaging when it is installed at our 
Victoria Park location.  Raymond and his 
team can be truly proud of the role they 
have played in preserving this historic 
piece of space history! 
 Also in this edition of Astronomer are 
reports on the visit by a number of TRAC 
members to Siding Spring Observatory 
last October and meetings with 
inspirational people such as astronomers 
Fred Watson and Donna Burton as well as 
an account of Warwick & Margieõs visit to 
the Wollongong Science Centre and 
Planetarium. 
  Included with this edition of 
Astronomer is TRACõs Prospectus for the 
development of our Roll-Off Roof 
Observatory and the Astronomy and 
Science Education Centre and Planetarium 
which we are sure will inspire a great deal 
of interest and support across the local 
community and beyond. 
 Of course, we need to remember that 
our Club wouldnõt exist without the 
inspiration of people like Lindsay Lowe 
and his work to establish the Lowe 
Observatory and, equally importantly, 
YOU, our members who make our Club 
such as fantastic organisation!  Without 
your efforts, dedication and commitment, 
our Club would cease to be.  Itõs your 
efforts, your interest, and most 
importantly, your curiosity about our 
universe that inspires us all! 

 Best wishes and clear skies!Ú 
 
 
Leigh Tschirpig 
President 
Tamworth Regional Astronomy Club Inc 
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Jos Roberts  

Master telescope maker ! 
BY WARWICK SCHOFIELD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ON 12 NOVEMBER, 2016, TRAC members were 
excited to host a two day visit by telescope constructor, Jos 
Roberts.  Jos was met at Tamworth Regional Airport by 
Garry Copper and Phil Betts and taken for a brief look 
around town including a visit to our site at Victoria Park.  
Jos then ran a technical workshop for the ôJos Roberts 
Telescopeõ technical team at the Andromeda Industries Pty 
Ltd Advanced Division, Aerospace Workshop.  
 That evening, Jos gave a presentation to about 30 
TRAC members who gathered to meet him and share an 
informal light supper.  His presentation took us back to his 
early days as a boy at Herstmonceux Castle, Greenwich 
Observatory in England where his father worked.  In an 

amazingly small world, this is the site where the other 
Hewitt Camera, the Malvern, is on display! 
 Jos then gave a detailed presentation showing the 
unique construction of the original observatory dome he built 
for the 36ó telescope at his property, Mt White House.  He 
constructed the scope in about 2002 with its Dobsonian 
mount and electrics.  The primary mirror is by 
Intermountain Optics of the USA.  The scope won an award 
for construction at the Southern Star Party soon after its 
construction (very heavy azimuth base and supports with a 
very lightweight, carefully engineered and balanced 
aluminium pipe tubes and sights). 
 

Jos Roberts during his recent visit to the Tamworth 
RŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ осέ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜ ƘŜ 
constructed and now proudly owned by TRAC. 

Cover Story 
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